BATTERY OR HYDROGEN?
THE ANSWER FOR A CLIMATE-FRIENDLY FUTURE

In the energy industry, it is often overlooked that hydrogen can play a central role in renewable energy systems. GP Joule, a system provider for integrated
energy solutions, wants to change this and is focusing on an integrated energy system with battery storage and hydrogen in its projects.
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The current status of the energy transition shows that
many key technologies — such as electrolysis, battery
storage, district heating networks, or hydrogen applica-
tions — are still only in use to a very limited extent. And
that is exactly what must change. “If we truly want to
realize the energy transition, we fundamentally need
storage. Storage systems are the backbone, without
which a fully renewable energy supply cannot work.
That's why we must not get lost in debates over whether
batteries or hydrogen are the better storage solution.
These technologies are not in competition with one
another, but can complement each other in their different
practical applications,” emphasizes Johannes Brock,
Storage & Hydrogen Promoter at GP Joule.

Project Example Fuhne:

Solar, Wind, Battery and Hydrogen

The Fuhne project, named after the Fuhne River, has relied
on solar and wind power, battery storage with a total
capacity of around 100 megawatts, as well as hydrogen
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production. The rural location provides ample space for
renewable installations and is situated close to towns,
industry, transport routes, the natural gas grid, and the
future hydrogen network. The goal is to generate around
500 megawatts of renewable energy.

Part of the generated energy will be converted into heat
and distributed via a district heating network to supply
tens of thousands of residents, municipalities, and small
industrial enterprises. Another part of the energy will
be converted into hydrogen and transported through
pipelines for industrial use. “This clearly shows the
crucial role of infrastructure: without pipelines, such a
project would hardly be feasible. That's why we closely
coordinate with the planning of the future hydrogen
network, which will deliver the produced hydrogen to
large consumers in eastern Germany,’ adds Johannes
Brock. The Fuhne Project is the first in which GP Joule is
jointly developing battery and hydrogen storage.

WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE SMARTER E EUROPE 2026

The Hydrogen Dialogue Forum & Expo, formerly the Green
Hydrogen Forum & Expo, is a key part of ees Europe,
Europe’s largest and most international exhibition for
batteries and energy storage systems. This platform
allows exhibitors to present their innovative solutions
and deliver expert presentations on green hydrogen and
battery storage. This means that industry professionals
gain a concise overview of the interaction between
renewable energies, battery storage systems and the
hydrogen economy.

Industry-leading exhibitors and cutting-edge topics
demonstrate how green hydrogen and battery storage
go hand in hand with the renewable energy world, jointly
opening up new pathways toward a sustainable energy
future. ees Europe and the Hydrogen Dialogue Expo are
part of The smarter E Europe, Europe’s largest alliance of
exhibitions for the energy industry.

The smarter E Europe brings together key players — from
international market leaders to start-ups — at ees Europe
and the parallel events Intersolar Europe, Power2Drive
Europe and EM-Power Europe. Next year, more than
100,000 industry professionals are expected to attend, all
of whom want to actively shape a 24/7 renewable energy
supply and are looking for solutions in the electricity, heat
and transportation sectors.

Special exhibits, special focuses and new partner
networks

The Hydrogen Dialogue is a new part of The smarter E
Europe. Industry professionals can look forward to a pro-
gram featuring expert presentations, exhibition tours, site
visits in the surrounding area and the Hydrogen Dialogue
Summit conference format from June 24-25, 2026 — in
close collaboration with the Hydrogen Center Bavaria
H2.B and the Bavarian Ministry of Economic Affairs.

In 2026, the special focus of bidirectional charging will
continue under the new name “The Bidirectional Zone”" In
this exhibition segment, industry professionals can attend
exciting expert presentations, make valuable industry
connections and learn about the latest projects and
developments. Exhibits and live demos will show how
vehicle-to-X technology works in practice.

In addition, The smarter E Europe will place particular
focus on the new special exhibit "Renewables 24/7" This
exhibition segment will illustrate how an integrated,
renewable, cost-effective and resilient energy supply can
be achieved 365 days a year — making the key topics of all
four The smarter E Europe exhibitions tangible and easy
to understand.

ees Europe Quick Facts

Date June 23-25, 2026

\Venue Messe Miinchen, Germany
Exhibition space 54,000 sgm

(200,000 sgm in total

at The smarter E Europe)
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NEW POWERFUL SYNERGIES: HYDROGEN DIALOGUE
AS PART OF THE SMARTER E EUROPE IN MUNICH

At ees Europe, the hydrogen exhibition segment is being
further developed: The former Green Hydrogen Forum &
Expo has now become the Hydrogen Dialogue Forum &
Expo. The well-established hydrogen event Hydrogen
Dialogue will now be part of The smarter E Europe, Europe’s
largest alliance of exhibitions for the energy industry.
With this step, The smarter E Europe highlights the
importance of hydrogen in the renewable energy world
both as an energy carrier and as a storage medium.
Hydrogen is especially crucial in cases where renewable
electricity cannot be used directly and where the use of
fossil-derived hydrogen in industrial processes can be
replaced by green hydrogen.

By integrating Hydrogen Dialogue into The smarter E Europe,
exhibitors and visitors gain direct access to the key indus-
tries of renewable power generation and energy storage —
opening up expanded collaboration opportunities, greater
visibility and new contacts.

More integration, more solutions

The Hydrogen Dialogue Forum and the Hydrogen Dialogue
Summit provide a stage for the key topics concerning the
hydrogen industry. It is a place for experts to discuss core
issues, such as the necessity of consistent framework and
planning certainty in order to advance hydrogen integration
in the German energy market and kick-start concrete pro-

Learn more

WWW.ees-europe.com

jects. Numerous funding programs already exist, but they
are often not coordinated across the entire value chain —
from electrolysis and infrastructure to end-use. Complex
approval processes, unclear certification standards and
a lack of market incentives for long-term investments
continue to slow down the sector’s growth.

Austria as a hydrogen strategist

In 2025, Hydrogen Dialogue held its inaugural event at
The smarter E Europe, featuring a well-attended panel
discussion with experts from industry and politics. Together,
they discussed the 3,300 km SoutH, Corridor green
hydrogen pipeline (see short interview p. 2), which plays a
key role in Europe’s hydrogen strategy.
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time. Further information can be found in the privacy policy available www.ees-europe.com/privacy-policy.

Austria, in particular, attaches great importance to this
connection, as the country plans to import around two
thirds of its hydrogen demand in the future. According to
Wolfgang Anzengruber, Chief Executive of the Advisory
Board of the platform Hydrogen Partnership Austria,
demand is expected to rise to about 1.3 million metric tons
per year by 2040. Currently, it stands at around 134,000
metric tons.

For exchanging experiences and finding national as well
as international project partners, the Hydrogen Dialogue
Expo as part of The smarter E Europe in Munich offers the
ideal setting — with over 100 exhibitors presenting market-
ready hydrogen solutions.
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GREEN HYDROGEN:
PROFITABLE ENERGY SOURCE FOR SMES

Small and medium enterprises make up 99 percent of all companies in Germany. Yet, when it comes to the energy transition, hesitancy often prevails
even in this sector. At the Green Hydrogen Forum 2025, Béatrice Angleys, Head of Hydrogen Platform, and Philipp Kampmann, Manager H2 Ecosystems
at Thiiga AG, spoke about regional hydrogen projects to prepare SMEs for hydrogen.
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potential suppliers of hydrogen and its derivatives outside
Europe about the biggest obstacles to exporting to Europe,
the clear answer was: European regulation. The delegated
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demand. In these countries, our focus lies primarily on
on-site and near-site projects that guarantee a direct
and reliable supply to our project partners. To drive this




